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Geograph�cal data (“Geodata”) �s “any k�nd of data
conta�n�ng locat�on �nformat�on”. For example,
adm�n�strat�ve un�ts, toponyms, bu�ld�ng and address
�nformat�on are w�th�n th�s scope.

Geograph�c Informat�on Systems (“GIS”) are the “set
of hardware, software, human resources, standards,
and methods necessary for the product�on, supply,
storage, process�ng, management, analys�s, shar�ng,
presentat�on and keep�ng up to date of Geodata”.

Accord�ng to the leg�slat�on on Geograph�cal Data and
Geograph�c Informat�on Systems:

 What are Geograph�cal Data and
Geograph�c Informat�on Systems?

Depend�ng on the scope of the act�v�ty, wh�ch �nvolves
Geodata process�ng, persons process�ng Geodata
must obta�n (�) a perm�t or (��) a l�cense, both of wh�ch
are subject to an annual fee. 

Software wh�ch �s cons�dered as GIS must be cert�f�ed
by the M�n�stry of Env�ronment Urban�zat�on and
Cl�mate Change (“M�n�stry”). Also, sensors and
equ�pment (�.e. hardware) wh�ch collect Geodata w�ll
be recorded on an electron�c platform that the
M�n�stry w�ll create.

What are the requ�rements?
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What �s the relevance of th�s leg�slat�on
to e-commerce compan�es?3

For a long t�me, the leg�slat�on on Geodata has been
�nterpreted to apply only to appl�cat�ons us�ng prec�se
locat�on data. However, �n the m�ddle of last year
(2022) the M�n�stry sent not�ces to the major e-
commerce compan�es to �nform them of the�r
requ�rements under th�s leg�slat�on. It appears that
accord�ng to the M�n�stry "e-commerce compan�es
wh�ch process address �nformat�on" may also be
subject to th�s leg�slat�on. 

Therefore, based on the M�n�stry’s �nterpretat�on, e-
commerce compan�es, wh�ch process address
�nformat�on countryw�de, are requ�red to:

Who needs to obta�n a perm�t: Persons/ent�t�es,
whose Geodata process�ng act�v�t�es �nvolves
more than one locat�on �nformat�on but less than
one prov�nce.

Who needs to obta�n a l�cense: Persons/ent�t�es
whose Geodata process�ng act�v�t�es �nvolves
more than one locat�on �nformat�on and at least
one prov�nce.

If a Geodata perm�t �s not obta�ned, the appl�cat�on
must be made w�th�n at least 10 (ten) days, as spec�f�ed
�n the not�f�cat�on sent to the ent�t�es by the M�n�stry.
Otherw�se, the M�n�stry may dec�de to cease the
operat�on of the ent�t�es and �mpose an adm�n�strat�ve
f�ne equal to f�ve t�mes of the appl�cable perm�t fee.

If a Geodata l�cense �s not obta�ned the leg�slat�on
does not �mpose a spes�f�c f�ne, however, we
understand that the M�n�stry �s of the v�ew that �t may
apply the f�ne ment�oned above for not obta�n�ng
l�cense by analogy. 

If act�v�t�es carr�ed out countryw�de: at least one
person as a GIS Spec�al�st and one person w�th a
GIS Operator Cert�f�cate or 

If act�v�t�es are carr�ed out w�th�n the scope of a
prov�nce: at least one person w�th a GIS Operator
Cert�f�cate.

Obta�n a Geodata l�cense from the M�n�stry
(subject to annual fee),

Employ at least one person as a GIS Spec�al�st and
one person w�th a GIS Operator Cert�f�cate,

Subm�t a sem�annual report to the M�n�stry on the
act�v�t�es spec�f�ed �n the l�cense agreement.

F�nes4

 Bora Yazıcıoğlu
bora@yaz�c�oglulegal.com

 

 Işıl Çel�k
�s�l@yaz�c�oglulegal.com 

This note does not constitute legal advice and has been prepared and sent only
for information purposes. Please contact us if you wish to obtain legal advice on

this matter.

L�cense appl�cants must employ:

L�cense owners must subm�t a sem�annual report to the
M�n�stry on the act�v�t�es spec�f�ed �n the l�cense
agreement.
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